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Table 1. Summary of Signs and Symptoms of Syphilis by Stage of Infection 

Signs and Symptoms 

Stage of Syphilis 

Primary Secondary Early latent 

Unknown 

duration 
or late 
latent 

Lesion(s) at site of exposure 
(chancre)  

x 

Bilateral rash on palms and/or 
soles 

x 

Generalized rash, often 
involving trunk 

x 

Large, raised, grey or white 
lesions in warm, moist areas of 

body (condyloma lata) 
x 

No active signs/symptoms but 

patient recalls above 
sign/symptom occurring within 
the past 12 months 

x 

No active signs/symptoms and 
patient does not recall above 

sign/symptom within the past 
12 months 

x 

Table 2. Summary of Recommended Treatment Regimens for Syphilis 

Cases Without Neurologic Involvement, per CDC Guidelines 

Stage of Syphilis 

Benzathine Penicillin G 

2.4 million units IM 

as a single dose 

7.2 million units IM, 
administered as 3 doses 

of 2.4 million units each 
at 1-week intervals 

Primary x 
Secondary x 
Early latent x 
Unknown duration or late 
latent 

x 


