
Summer 2024 DSHS Interns

Oluwatoyin Akanji
UTHealth Houston
Master of Public Health

Birth Defects Epidemiology
& Surveillance

Margaret Kamholz
UTHealth Houston
Master of Public Health

Center for Health Statistics

Spandana Devarakonda
Texas A&M University
Bachelor of Science

Office of Accountability 
& Compliance

Samantha Smith
UTHealth Houston
Master of Science

Center for Health Statistics

Audrey Robertson
Tulane University
Master of Public Health

Environmental Epidemiology 
& Disease Registry Section

Jade Bondy
Emory University
Master of Public Health

Environmental Epidemiology
& Disease Registry Section

Anushka Sengupta
UT Austin
Bachelor of Science

Environmental Surveillance
& Toxicology Branch

Karim Iqbal
UT Dallas
Master of Science

Fiscal Support & Oversight

Leanna Nessim
Texas State University
Bachelor of Science

Fiscal Support & Oversight

Kritika Ramesh
UT Austin
Bachelor of Science

Fiscal Support & Oversight

Jermaine Gilbert
Texas State University
Master of Science

Fiscal Support & Oversight

Michelle Nguyen
UT Austin
Bachelor of Science

Public Health Laboratory

Greeshma Bandla
University of North Texas
Master of Science

Fiscal Support & Oversight

Ifetayo Olajide
UT Arlington
Bachelor of Science

Fiscal Support & Oversight



Summer 2024 DSHS Interns

Lauren Campbell 
UT Austin
Bachelor of Science

Office of Practice & Learning

Nora Portillo
Johns Hopkins University
Master of Public Health

Chronic Disease Prevention 
and Health Promotion

Anakris Guzman
A&M McAllen
Bachelor of Science

South Texas (PHR 11)

Julia Rodriguez
Brown University
Bachelor of Art

South Texas (PHR 11)

Brice Culhane
University of Missouri
Master of Public Health

North Texas (PHR 2/3)

Jay Pandya
UT Southwestern
Master of Public Health

North Texas (PHR 2/3)

Carolyn Garcia
University of Houston
Bachelor of Science

Southeast Texas (PHR 6/5S)

Joy Achionye
Tufts University
Master of Public Health

Southeast Texas (PHR 6/5S)

Juslyn Dhingra
UT Austin
Bachelor of Science

Southeast Texas (PHR 6/5S)

McKinsey Sinclair
University of Houston
Bachelor of Science

Southeast Texas (PHR 6/5S)

Amaya Acosta
UTHealth Houston
Master of Public Health 

Southeast Texas (PHR 6/5S)

Diamond Small
Texas A&M University
Master of Public Health

Southeast Texas (PHR 6/5S)

Zawah Zabin
Texas Tech University Health
Science Center
Master of Public Health

Southeast Texas (PHR 6/5S)

Alondra Cisneros-Romo
UTHealth Houston - SA
Master of Public Health

South Central Texas (PHR 8)



Summer 2024 DSHS Interns

Gabrielle Aleman
Texas A&M University
Master of Public Health

South Central Texas (PHR 8)

Carmela Castro
UT San Antonio
Bachelor of Science

South Central Texas (PHR 8)

Alex Torres
UT San Antonio
Bachelor of Science

South Central Texas (PHR 8)

Elliot Schein
Trinity University
Bachelor of Arts

Office of Practice & Learning

Andrew Lam
Texas A&M University
Doctor of Public Health

RLHO AIM

Louis Blair
Texas A&M University
Doctor of Public Health

RLHO AIM

Makaela Graham
Texas Tech University
Master of Science

Northwest Texas (PHR 1)

Abigail Hernandez
Trinity University
Bachelor of Arts

Texas Center for 
Infectious Disease

Misty Goodman
UT Arlington
Master of Social Work

Piney Woods (PHR 4/5N)

Lauren Carrau
Trinity University
Bachelor of Science

Texas Center for 
Infectious Disease

Cabe Johnson
UTHealth Houston
Master of Public Health

South Texas (PHR 11)
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