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In 1984, a number of significant changes were made in the content and methods of
surveillance of reportable diseases in Texas.

— .A microcomputer system was installed to eliminate duplicate reports and generate
graphic reports.

- Reports by telephone (using the WATS line 1-800-252-8239) were accepted as
substitutes for written reports on the C-15 card.

- Extensive efforts were made to obtain uniform information about each reported case
including the date of onset and type of laboratory confirmation.

- Eight new diseases were made reportable: bacterial meningitis, campylobacteriosis,
coccidioidomycosis, dengue, histoplasmosis, legionnaire's disease, toxic shock
syndrome, and viral hemorrhagic fevers.

- Two diseases were removed from the 1list of reportable diseases: rheumatic fever
and smallpox.

For these reasons, the summary data included in this issue are not directly compar-
able to past years. However, these figures represent improved estimates of disease
activity and the effectiveness of public health efforts in the state of Texas. More

detailed analyses are available from the Bureau of Epidemiology upon request. The
following graphs of representative diseases are presented to illustrate the marked
seasonal variations among communicable diseases. Note that Campylobacteriosis was

not required to be reported until August 1984,
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RMSF 1 = 27 3 11 & 128 53
Rubella 1 6 4 3 4 & i@ 33 7 5% 117 75
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Salmonellosis

Figure 2.

Figure 3.
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Figure 5. Campylobacteriosis
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Figure 4. Hemophilus influenzae
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,Figure 6. Neisseria Meningitis Figure 7. Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever
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Figure 8. Encephalitis Figure 9. Reye Syndrome
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