
Congenital Syphilis Update

Dr. Jennifer Shuford, MD, MPH

Commissioner

Texas Department of State Health Services

October 2, 2024
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• DSHS CS Prevention Efforts

• DSHS Resources for CS Prevention and 
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• DSHS Exceptional Item
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Data on Congenital Syphilis in Texas



CS Case Rates in the United States and 
Texas by Birth Year, 2014-2023

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

National Rate 11.6 12.4 16.2 24.4 34.9 50.0 57.3 77.9 102.5

Texas Rate 18.5 17.6 17.4 41.7 92.2 137.2 150.8 181.2 230.0 234.0
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*2023 case numbers and rates are not yet published by CDC. 
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CS Cases and Total Syphilis Cases in Women 
of Childbearing Age in Texas, 2014-2023
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CS Rate in Texas by County, 2023
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2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

White 8.0 5.1 4.4 14.6 27.1 52.5 69.5 111.7 171.2 135.2

Black 82.7 46.3 54.7 138.9 349.4 473.6 466.5 443.1 524.2 460.5

Hispanic 12.7 21.5 19.9 39.3 88.4 124.5 147.9 158.8 236.2 253.8

Other 3.7 7.1 3.5 10.6 3.5 33.8 24.6 127.6 33.5 132.6
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2014-2023
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Prenatal Care (PNC) Initiation in Mothers who 
Delivered an Infant with CS in Texas, 2023

27%

22%
17%

31%

3%
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Testing and Evaluation for Infants 
Reported with CS in Texas, 2023
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https://www.dshs.tex
as.gov/sites/default/f
iles/hivstd/info/cs/fil
es/CSEpiProfile.pdf

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/hivstd/info/cs/files/CSEpiProfile.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/hivstd/info/cs/files/CSEpiProfile.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/hivstd/info/cs/files/CSEpiProfile.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/hivstd/info/cs/files/CSEpiProfile.pdf
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Missed 
Opportunities 
for Treatment 
2018-2022

Pregnant at visit= 
Yes

Visit date > than 
30 days from 

delivery date = Yes

Positive test 
before or at visit = 

Yes

Was Mother’s 
treatment 

adequate =  No

Missed 
opportunity for 

treatment

Inpatient= 81
Outpatient= 1,127
Total= 1,208

Data sources: 1. Texas Health Care 
Information Collection, Center for 
Health Statistics, 2018-2022 2. 
Congenital Syphilis Registry, Texas STD 
Surveillance, 2019-2022 



Inpatient and Outpatient Missed 
Opportunities by Health Care 
Facility County, 2018-2022

Top Counties with Missed Opportunities by Facility

Facility County
No. of Missed 
Opportunities

Harris 325

Dallas 303

Bexar 150

Tarrant 80

Travis 22

Data sources: 1. Texas Health Care Information Collection, Center for Health Statistics, 2018-
2022 2. Congenital Syphilis Registry, Texas STD Surveillance, 2019-2022 
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DSHS Congenital Syphilis 
Prevention Efforts



Congenital Syphilis Prevention

• Increased trainings for local and regional field staff

• Provided education for medical providers

• Contracted with the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley School of 
Medicine

• Increased pregnancy ascertainment 

• Implemented a new follow-up initiative

• Produced a podcast titled “Exploring an Epidemic: CS in Texas”
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• Public Health Case Management Strategy

• Quality Improvement Toolkit for Congenital Syphilis Prevention

• Community Health Worker Trainings on Congenital Syphilis 
Prevention

• Health Care Provider Online Training with CME credit

• DSHS Grand Rounds Presentations

Texas DSHS CS Plans
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Innovation%20in%20Diagnostic%20and%20Programmatic%20Approaches%20for%20Perinatal%20Syphilis


Texas DSHS Resources for Congenital 
Syphilis Prevention and Treatment



Texas Health Data – Congenital Syphilis Dashboard

https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/diseases/congenital-syphilis
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https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/diseases/congenital-syphilis


Congenital Syphilis Data Dashboard

https://healthdata.dshs.texa
s.gov/dashboard/diseases/co
ngenital-syphilis
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https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/diseases/congenital-syphilis
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/diseases/congenital-syphilis
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/diseases/congenital-syphilis


Congenital Syphilis Data Dashboard

https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/diseases/congenital-syphilis
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https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/diseases/congenital-syphilis


Congenital Syphilis Data Dashboard

Download the 
data in the 

desired format

https://healthdata.dshs.texas.go
v/dashboard/diseases/congenita
l-syphilis
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https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/diseases/congenital-syphilis
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/diseases/congenital-syphilis
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/diseases/congenital-syphilis


Congenital 
Syphilis 
Website

https://www.dshs.texas.gov
/congenital-syphilis
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https://www.dshs.texas.gov/congenital-syphilis
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/congenital-syphilis


Dear 
Healthcare 
Provider 
Letter

22



DSHS Exceptional Item
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Exceptional Item: Improve Child Mortality and 
Morbidity Due to Congenital Syphilis

• Congenital Syphilis Prevention and 
Treatment, $13.3 M, 25 FTEs: 

• Increase provider education through 
community health worker training and a 
congenital syphilis treatment and referral 
toolkit for maternal care providers. 

• Stand up a congenital syphilis consultation 
hotline to support maternal and pediatric care 
providers making complex syphilis diagnoses 
and treatment decisions and to help connect 
women to care.

• Establish rapid response regional nurse teams 
to ensure mothers in all areas of the state can 
easily access and complete treatment to 
protect their babies from congenital syphilis.

• Create a congenital syphilis public awareness 
campaign and online resources for women 
and families who may be at risk.

Method of 
Finance

FY 2026 FY 2027 Biennium

GR $6.8 M $6.5 M $13.3 M

All Funds $6.8 M $6.5 M $13.3 M

FTEs

FY 2026 25

FY 2027 25

Program Data

Congenital Syphilis (CS) 
Case Growth Since 
2019

74%

CS Babies Born with 
Low Birth Weight, 2022

239

Congenital Syphilis 
Perinatal Deaths or 
Stillbirth, 2022

52



Thank you


	Default Section
	Slide 1: Congenital Syphilis Update
	Slide 2: Discussion Topics
	Slide 3: Data on Congenital Syphilis in Texas
	Slide 4: CS Case Rates in the United States and Texas by Birth Year, 2014-2023
	Slide 5: CS Cases and Total Syphilis Cases in Women of Childbearing Age in Texas, 2014-2023
	Slide 6: CS Rate in Texas by County, 2023
	Slide 7: CS Rates by Race/Ethnicity in Texas, 2014-2023
	Slide 8: Prenatal Care (PNC) Initiation in Mothers who Delivered an Infant with CS in Texas, 2023
	Slide 9: Testing and Evaluation for Infants Reported with CS in Texas, 2023
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Missed Opportunities for Treatment 2018-2022
	Slide 12: Inpatient and Outpatient Missed Opportunities by Health Care Facility County, 2018-2022
	Slide 13: DSHS Congenital Syphilis  Prevention Efforts
	Slide 14: Congenital Syphilis Prevention
	Slide 15: Texas DSHS CS Plans
	Slide 16: Texas DSHS Resources for Congenital Syphilis Prevention and Treatment 
	Slide 17: Texas Health Data – Congenital Syphilis Dashboard
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21: Congenital Syphilis Website
	Slide 22: Dear Healthcare Provider Letter
	Slide 23: DSHS Exceptional Item 
	Slide 24: Exceptional Item: Improve Child Mortality and  Morbidity Due to Congenital Syphilis
	Slide 25: Thank you




